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done by interviews, or by means of the Moniteur
official du commerce.

In 1898 was instituted the organisation of
Counsellors of Foreign Trade, which numbers
now 1,400. These counsellors are Frenchmen
established in other lands, who send valuable
information to the home office. They also find
positions for young Frenchmen in those coun-
tries, with the view of acquainting them with
commercial conditions and methods. There
were likewise created foreign commercial scholar-
ships, devoted entirely to students preparing for
industrial or commercial pursuits. The govern-
ment has gone even further in creating the insti-
tution of attachSs commerdaux in connection
with embassies and legations. These attaches
may prove a sign of the times, giving more place
to trade questions than to military ones. Socie-
ties of commercial geography were organised in
Paris, Marseilles, Bordeaux, Lyons, Lille, and
Nancy.1 Commercial schools have been multi-
plied, rendered more practical and less academic.
Superior schools of commerce were developed
or established in twelve of the most important
cities of the country outside of the capital. The
Commercial Institute of Paris, founded in 1884,
is largely devoted to the preparation of young

1 Rambaud, Histoire de la civilisation contemporaine en France,
p. 648.